Populations of third instars of Triatoma infestans were fed on a mixture containing 104, 105 or 106 cyst stages of Blastocrithidia triatomaelcm3 blood. The lowest infection dose caused only a slight retardation of development in some larvae. As compared with that in uninfected control groups, development of more fourth and fifth instars was affected in groups with higher doses, and mortality rates of fifth instars were increased. Whereas total mortality rates of only about 1 % were observed in control groups, about 16 %, 55 % and 85 % of the larvae died in the three different infected populations. Lethal effects increased with the infection doses, with total infection rates of about 37%, 82 % and 100 % after infection of groups with 104, 105 or 106 cysts/cm3 blood, respectively. 

